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SUMMARY 
The findings in this study are based upon the home accounts kept by 100· farm 
families in three counties of Nebraska during at least one of the years 193 1, 1932, 
and 1933. Approximately half of the group li ved on farms which they owned. The 
size of the family was 4.2 members. The size of the household was 4.4. The aver-
age annual value of living was $1,071.32. Of the total, 41.6 per cent was provided 
by the farm. 
To Nebraska farmers these years brought low prices for grain and livestock and the 
farm was often operated at a loss. Obligations assumed in better years became in-
creasingly difficult to meet. The annual value of living for the group of tenants was 
approximately two-thirds that of the owner class, and part-owners had a higher value 
than either. Families in which the operator and homemaker were between 40 and 45 
years of age had an average value of living that was approximately three-fourths 
that of the group 45 years and over. Size of family appeared to affect total value of 
living less than other factors related to the age of the homemaker. 
A comparison of the average value of living by year showed $ 1,226.36 for 58 
families in 1931, $ 1,008.5 8 for 69 families in 1932, and $988.06 for 56 families in 
1933. The average cash expenditure in 1932 and 1933 decreased more than $150, 
partly because of a change in prices but also because of restricted purchasing. 
Housing showed a slight increase in value from 1931 to 1932, for the annual cost 
of housing cannot readily be altered when it is so directly associated with the farm 
business, even though the pressure on the cash income is increased. The value of food 
dropped more than one-fourth of the 193 1 value. ln 1933 the value of clothing, 
operating, and development increased slightly over the value in 1932. Savings, hous-
ing, and health had a lower value in 1933 than in 1932, while food showed no appreci-
able change. 
Accounts kept by 25 families throughout the three-year period showed a 21 per 
cent decrease in the average value of living in 1932, when compared with the 1931 
average, and a further decrease of one per cent in 1933 . The decrease in cash ex-
penditures was twice as large as the decrease in value of the living provided by the 
farm. In order of size of percentage decrease in 1932, church and charity ranked 
first: and gifts to persons outside the famil y, supplies and equipment, clothing, and 
purchased food followed in the order listed. The largest decrease in value of a single 
item was in food. In 1933 there was a further percentage decrease in church and 
charity, supplies and equipment, and water and telephone. The expenditure for 
health was greater in 1932 and less in 1933 than in 193 1. The decrease in the net 
cash income lowered the amount for savings in 1932 and a further decrease occurred 
in 1933 which, translated into family practice, meant allowing insurance policies to 
lapse. 
Other effects of the depression upon these families do not lend themselves to exact 
measurement. Alternating periods of depression and prosperity had occasioned adjust-
ments of different types in many of the families. Attitudes changed during the length-
ening depression and an increasing uncertainty of the future for agriculture also had 
its effects. 
Additional facts regarding the 100 families and their homes help to describe the 
standard of living and the backgrounds of the group. A majority of the farm operators 
and homemakers were born in Nebraska and sl ightly less than half were born in the 
county in which they lived at the time of the study. More than two-thirds of the 
operators and three-fourths of the homemakers were under 45 years of age. 
Thirty of the mothers and fifteen of the fathers had had one or more years be-
yond high school. For all of the families in which there were children who had 
reached the adolescent years, high-school graduation appeared to be an accepted goal 
and many were making college attendance possible. Reading matter in the home, as 
shown by subscriptions to papers and magazines, consisted largely of a daily paper, one 
or more farm journals, and a woman's magazine. Community libraries provided many 
families with books. 
The ease with which business and social contacts can be maintained is indicated 
in part by the distance from community services. Two-thirds of the fa milies were less 
than five miles from a center. There was a tendency in many families to go to urban 
centers to supply a part of the needs. Telephones and radios were found in three-
fourths of the homes. More homemakers than farm operators belonged to organiza-
tions in the community and the average number to which they belonged was larger. 
For sons and daughters the 4-H Club was the one in which membership was most 
freq uent. 
The majority of farm dwellings were valued at less than $3,000. They averaged 
6.3 rooms and 3.6 bedrooms. Fifteen per cent were completely modern and fifty-eight 
per cent had no modern improvements. One-fourth were more than fifty years old. 
A Study of Farm Families and Their Standards 
of Living in Selected Districts of 
Nebraska, 1931-1933 
MARGARET FEDDE AND RUTH LINDQU IST 1 
This study of fa rm families in selected districts of Nebraska was under-
taken in order to obtain information regarding the total money value of 
family living and the proportion of the total used for each of the principal 
groups of goods. A further purpose was to measure the adequacy of the 
living provided. 
The study was begun in January, 1931, and continued through the year 
1933. The d istricts selected included Cass and Fillmore counties through-
out the three-year period, and to these Buffalo county was added at the 
beginning of 1932. T here were two reasons for the selection of these areas. 
The first was the advantage to be gained from the farm account project, 
which had already been begun in these counties, and through it both infor-
mation and interest could be more readily secured. 
A second reason for the choice was the type of farming area which each 
represented. Cass county, on the eastern border of the state, ranks among 
the more prosperous counties of the state. In 1925 slightly more than half 
of the farms were owned by the operators and the average acreage per 
fa rm was 167.2 .2 Sources of farm income are principally corn, winter 
wheat, other small grains, hogs, beef cattle, and dairy and poultry prod-
ucts.3 Fruits and vegetables are grown in greater quantity than in either 
of the other counties. Farms in Fillmore county averaged 181.1 acres in 
1925 and at that time less than half of the operators were owners.4 It is a 
part of the southern cash grain and livestock area of the state, in which 
families look principally to corn, wheat, hogs, and dairy and poultry prod-
ucts for their cash income. Buffalo county, in the south-central section, 
had an average acreage per farm of 228.3 in 1925 and a percentage of 
ownership practically the same as that of Cass county.5 In Buffalo county 
corn is the most important crop, but a large percentage of land is used for 
pasture, and beef cattle are of major importance as a source of income. 
H igh yields of alfa lfa, in addition to the corn crop, encourage the produc-
tion of beef cattle. Dairying and hog production are also important. Added 
advantages which these three counties had were the ease with which they 
could be reached from Lincoln and the interest of the extension workers 
located in the counties. 
This study was begun under the direction of M. Ruth Clark, formerly Associate Professor of 
Research in Horne Economics , and the field work was done by Lucy S. Hoff . Ruth Lindquist was 
employed during the early part of the year 1935 to complete the study. Margaret Fedde is Chairman 
of the Department of Home Economics and h:is g iven the study genera l supervision since it was
beg un. Credit is due to Muriel Smith, of rhe Extension Service, and to members of the Department
of Rural Economics for aid g iven . 
U. S. Census of Ag ricul ture: 1925, Nebraska, Statistics by Counties, 1926. p. 9. 
The comparison of counties w ith respect to sources of income is based upon the areas described
in Types of Farming in Nebraska, Nebr. Agr. Exp. Sta. Bu i. 244, by Harold Hedges and F. F. 
Elliott, May 1930, 
U. S. Census of Agriculture: 1925, Nebraska, Statistics by Counties, 1926, p. 11. 
p, 9. 
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The method used was the analysis of home accounts. Forms for record-
ing items of fa mily living were furnished to homemakers who expressed 
a willingness to cooperate in the study.6 In most of the families farm 
accounts were already being kept. Additional information regarding each 
family was secured through the use of a family history schedule. The 
initial contacts with the families were made through the county extension 
agents. These were followed by visits to the homes for the purpose of 
explaining the study and the help needed from families. Later visits were 
made at intervals of three or four months to give assistance and to sustain 
the interest of the cooperators. Another help in sustaining interest was the 
promise of an annual summary for the individual fam ily and a comparison 
with other families. These summaries were prepared and returned at the, 
beginning of the new year. 
A total of 183 annual records, returned by 100 different families, were 
completed satisfactorily for analysis. This total consisted of 58 records in 
1931, 69 records in 1932, and 56 records in 1933. Forty-eight of the 100 
families kept records for 1932 and 1933 and 25 families completed accounts 
for the three-yea r period. 
An attempt to analyze and interpret the value of fa mily living during 
1931, 1932, and 1933 without a consideration of the effects of deflation 
upon Nebraska agriculture would give at best an inadequate description 
of the situation. The value of farm property in the state fe ll from an 
average of $33,771 per farm in 1920 to $22,672 in 1930, or a decrease of 
TABLE 1. - Comparison of farm 
prices and purchasing power of 
farm products, 1929-33.1 
1929. 
1930. 
1931. 
1932 .. 
1933 . 
Year of N ebraska of prices paid 
Index numbers I Index numbers 
farm prices bJ0 ~ : :~tti~~r 
146 
11 9 
80 
58 
60 
152 
144 
124 
107 
109 
approximately one-third.7 In the 
period from 1930 to 1933 a further 
decrease in land values approached 
40 per cent.8 It was not the fall in 
the value of fa rrn property alone 
that constituted the economic prob-
lem of the fa rmer. A fall in the 
selling prices of farm products .was 
intensified by a less rapid decline in 
the prices of purchased goods and 
services regarded as essential fo r the 
fa rm family. T he comparison of 
index numbers shown in T able 1 is 
1-1. Clyde Filley, Effects of lnAation and De-
Aation upon Nebraska Agricu lture, 1914 to 1932, 
Nebr . Agr. Exp. Sta. Res. Bu i. 71, June, 1934, p. 
12. Index numbers o f Nebraska farm prices, pre-
pared by the Dept. of Rura l Economics , are on a 
fi ve-year base ; 19 10 to 19 14==100. I ndex numbers pertinent in this connection. 
of prices p;iid by farmers for commodities . pre- In other words, the prices which
pared by U . S. Dept. of Agriculture, are on a 
five-year base; Aug ust, 1909, to Jul y, 1914= 100. Nebraska farm prod ucts brought in 
1929 were 46 per cent higher than the average for the basic yea rs 1910-14. 
In the same yea r the prices paid fo r purchased commodities by fa rmers, 
6 The forms were prepared in cooperation with the Extension Service for use both in this project 
and in rhe Extension project in home accounts
H . Clyde F i lley, Effec ts of Inflation and Deflation upon Nebraska Agriculture, 19 14 to 1932, Nebr.
Agr. Exp. Sta. Res . Bui. 7 1, Ju ne, 1934, p. 5. Data used w ere taken fro m the Fifteenth Census. 
B. R. Stauber , The Farm Real Estate Situation 1932-33, U. S. D ept. of Agr. Cir. 209, 1934, p. 8 
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according to index figures of the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, were 52 per 
cent more than those of the basic period. By 1931 the prices of farm prod-
ucts had fallen 66 points as contrasted with a fall of 28 points in goods 
purchased with the farm income. For 1933 the situation was but little 
different from the preceding years. In relative terms, a dollar's worth of 
farm products bought 96 cents ' worth of purchased goods in 1929; in 1931, 
it bought 65 cents' worth; and in 1932, 54 cents' worth . Changes in prices 
of specific products show the effect upon the farm family's purchasing 
power. From $1.19 per bushel for potatoes in 1930 the price had fallen in 
1932 to 46 cents per bushel. In 1929 eggs sold for 27 cents; in 1932 they 
brought 13 cents to the producer.9 
Another measure of the rapidly 
changing economic condition of 
Nebraska farmers in the 1929-32 
period is the annual labor income of 
the farm. Some of the results of a 
study of farm records kept by farm 
owners are shown in Table 2. The 
capital value of the farms ranged 
from $25,000 to $34,000, and a 5 
per cent interest charge on the in-
vestment has been deducted. 
T ABLE 2.-Comparison of average 
annual labor income per farm, 
1929-32.1 
Year 
1929 .. 
1930 . 
193 1. 
1932 .. 
No. of 
reports 
145 
230 
225 
192 
Average 
labor income 
$1,110 
- 937 
- 2,084 
- 1,8 11 
1 H. Clyde Filley , Effects of Inflatio n and De · 
flation upo n Nebraska Agri culture, 1914 to 1932, 
Table 31, p . 75. 
THE COOPERATING FAMILIES AND THEIR HOMES 
Of the 100 families who cooperated in this study · 46 lived in Cass 
county, 32 in Buffalo county, and 22 in Fillmore. Had the number from 
each county been larger, the findings for each county might have shown 
interesting and significant comparisons. No attempt has been made to 
present the facts regarding each county separately. 
Extent of farm ownership.-The cooperating families consisted of 54 
farm owners and 46 tenants. Eighteen of the owners used additional land 
which they rented. In 14 of these 18 cases, the landlord was a relative. 
Twenty-six of the 46 renters lived on farms owned by a relative. The 
average acreage for the owners was 230 and for part-owners 278. Rented 
farms averaged 216 acres. 
Composition of families.-In all but three of the families both husbands 
and wives were living at home. In these three, the wives were widows. 
The number of members in the families varied from 2 to 10 with an 
average of 4.2 when only the dependent children were considered . The 
total number of children in each family was 2.5, which includes those 
who had died and those who no longer lived at home. Table 3 classifies 
the number of families by the number of children. 
The ages of the children ranged from less than a year to more than 
30 years. One-fourth of the entire number were under 5 and another 
H. Cl yde Filley, Effects of I nflation and Deflation upo n Nebraska Agr icul ture , 1914 to 1932, Table
15 , p . 35. 
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fourth were between 13 and 18 years. Sixteen per cent were over 18, and 
34 per cent were between 5 and 12 years. Half of the number were boys 
and half were girls. 
Composition of households.-The average size of the household, a term 
used to include guests, employees, and boarders, was only slightly 
T ABLE 3.-Classification of 100 co-
operating families by number of 
children at opening of the study. 
I Families in I Families in N f h ·11 each class each class o.o c 1 ( ren (a ll children)' (dependent 
children only) 
None 
One 
Two 
Three 
Four 
Five or more . . 
Total no. families 
Av. no. children 
per family . . 
Number 
9 
18 
29 
24 
10 
10 2 
100 
2.5 
Number 
II 
23 
29 
24 
8 
-JOO 
2.2 
1 T hree adopted chi ldren are included. 
2 In o ne fami ly there were seven children and 
in a nother eight. 
larger than that of the family. But 
few families had additional persons 
in their homes throughout the year. 
In no case was there more than one 
throughout the year and in 81 
homes there was no additional 
member at any time. A hired man 
was present for a part of the year in 
27 of the homes. 
Age of operators and home-
makers.-Approximately two-thirds 
of the men and three-fourths of the 
women were between 25 and 45 
years of age at the beginning of the 
study. Ten of the men were 55 
years or over, while only four of 
women were in the older group. Five of the entire number were less than 
25 years of age. 
Age at marriage.-Slightly less than half of the men had married at 20 
to 25 years of age and very nearly one-third were over 25 but under 30 
years at marriage. Seventeen had waited to marry until the first half of 
their thirties. T he women included 13 who had married under 20 vea rs 
of age and 66 before the age of 25. Only five had married when 30 or older
Birthplace of family members.-The birthplace of the farm operator 
and his wife is a fairly satisfactory index to permanence in residence. More 
than half of the 100 men had been born in the counties in which they 
were living and three-fourths of the group had been born in N ebraska. 
Only five had been born in a foreign country,10 and 19 had come from 
other states. Thirty-nine of the women lived in the county in which they 
were born and 71 were native Nebraskans. Four were foreign-born 10 and 
23 had come from some other midwestern state. In 74 of the families at 
least one, and often all, of the children had been born in the county in 
which they lived. Six reported one or more children born in another state. 
Formal education of operators.- The amount of formal education of 
the farm operators varied from less than the sixth grade to the completion 
of a four-year college cou rse. Three had not completed the sixth g rade. 
Thirty were eighth-grade graduates and 15 were high-school graduates 
without further formal education . Six had had a course in a business 
Denmark, Germany, ot Sweden. 
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college. Only one was a college graduate, but 14 had had one or more 
years in college. 
Formal education of homemakers.-In comparison with their husbands, 
the wives had had more formal education. Only one of the women in the 
group had stopped school before completing the sixth grade and five others 
had left before reaching the eighth grade. Only six operators and home-
makers had dropped out of school in the grades. Thirteen women were 
graduates of the eighth grade only, as compared with more than twice that 
number of men for whom schooling had ceased with the completion of 
the eighth grade . Very nearly half of the homemakers had had one or 
more years in high school and one-fourth had graduated. Four had re-
ceived training in a business college. Twice as many women as men had 
attended college and six of the women were college graduates. 
Formal education of children.-The importa0ce attached to education 
by a family is reflected in the educational status of their grown children. 
Compulsory school laws, however, tend today to raise the number of years 
spent in school attendance and may account for the difference in the 
amount of education received by parents and children. Since more than 
60 per cent of the children in these families were under 13 years of age at 
the beginning of the study, it is the comparison of only the older children 
that is of interest in this connection. Ten out of 97 had left school without 
completing high school and two of these had not gone beyond the eighth 
grade. Of the 41 who had completed high school, nine were attending 
college in 1931 and 1932, and 32 were no longer in school. Seventeen had 
ended their formal education with graduation from high school. Two had 
had a business course and 13 had attended college. Six of the 13 had con-
tinued in college until graduation. 
Reading interests.-The interest of families in reading is indicated by 
the ownership of books, the use of school and community libraries, and 
the borrowing of books from friends and neighbors. In these 100 families 
only one mentioned the use of "a good family library". Very nearly half 
of the group used a community library with more or less regularity. Books 
were borrowed more often by the children than by the parents. Sixteen 
families read books belonging to neighbors and relatives. 
Subscriptions to papers and magazines provide an index to the type 
and amount of reading matter that is available in the home. More than 
one-half of the families had one daily paper and ten had more than one. 
A state newspaper surpassed all others in popularity and a daily stock 
paper was frequently found . The average for all families was slightly less 
than one. One or more weekly newspapers, which were more often county 
papers than any other type, were subscribed for bv half of the families. 
Magazines averaged slightly less than five per family Of these period-
icals two were farm journals, 1.8 were women's magazines, and 0.85 fell 
into the class of all other types which included religious, boys', nature, and 
general. The range in number was from none to fourteen. Some had 
10 NEBRASKA AGR. EXP. STA. RESEARCH BuLLETIN 78 
access to magazines of friends and relatives, and these were not included. 
Apparently the price of a magazine and the length of the subscription 
period affected the regularity from year to year. Information available 
regarding the changes in the three-year period showed that general maga-
zines in the $3.00-per-year class were less likely to come into the home a 
second year than were the less expensive ones and those for which the term 
of subscription was more often several years than one. 
Distance from community services.-Nearly two-thirds of the families 
lived five miles or less from the center which they regarded as their home 
town. Only five were 16 to 20 miles away. These towns provided the high 
schools, churches, banking services, and grocery stores which were used. 
For medical service a majority of the families depended upon physicians 
at a distance not greater than 11 miles. Furniture and clothing were pur-
chased in larger and more distant centers by half of the group, while 10 
to 15 per cent used mail-order houses for a part or all of these purchases. 
Telephones and radios.-In the past a telephone has been regarded as 
of considerable importance, and often indispensable, by many farm families. 
Of the 100 families, 79 had this service. A few had had their telephones 
taken out or their service discontinued as one means of lowering expendi-
tures. No information concerning the number of families who had had a 
telephone earlier was available. 
To present-day farmers the radio has both a business and a recreational 
service to offer. The importance attached to it in this group is shown by 
the fact that very nearly every family who had a telephone also had a radio. 
The total was 74 telephones as compared with 79 radios. 
Family membership in organizations.-If organizations to which mem-
bers of the family belong can be used as an index of activity in the com-
munity, then the women were the most active. The average number of 
clubs per woman was two, while the number for the men averaged one. 
Thirty-nine men and sixteen women belonged to no organization. Thirty-
one women and sixteen men belonged to two. Six women listed five. 
Among the men, the type most frequently mentioned was an association 
of farm operators interested in one or several phases of the farm business. 
The Farm Bureau was listed frequently. Church auxiliaries, community 
clubs, and extension classes were most frequent among the women. Lodges 
were listed but rarely by either. The extent of church membership was not 
learned, but religious affiliations were recorded by each family. Ninety-five 
were Protestant and four were Catholic. Only one family of the entire 
group had no affiliation. 
Information regarding the extent of membership in clubs by the chil-
dren was confined largely to the group of adolescent age. The type re-
ported most frequently was the 4-H Club, though others were mentioned 
occasionally. The average number per child above the age of 12 was 1.2. 
Type of housing.-A frame dwelling varying in size from three rooms 
to fourteen, in value from $200 to $18,000, and in age from two to sixty-
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five years suggests the range in type of housing. All but two dwellings 
were fully screened and all but nine had been painted, though many were 
in need of new paint. More than half had been remodeled at least once. 
Trees were recorded by 95 of the families, lawns by 84, and yards fence<l 
from the stock and poultry by 74. 
Valuation of dwellings.-The wide range noted above in valuation of 
the farm house presents the extremes. Table 4 shows that more than 80 
per cent of all the homes were in the lower brackets. Approximately one-
TABLE 4.-Range in value of housing. 
Value of dwelling 
Under $1,000 . 
$1,000-$1,999 
2,000- 2,999 . 
3,000- 3,999 
No. of 
fami lies 
23 
34 
25 
Value of dwelling 
$4,000-54,999 
5,000 and above .. 
Total . 
No. c.,f 
families 
2 
9 
100 
fourth were valued at less than $1,000; one-third were in the $1,000-$1,99Q 
class; and one-fourth in the $2,000-$2,999 class. A total of nine were valued 
at $5,000 or above. In comparison with the findings of the Nebraska farm 
home survey of nine counties made in 1934, these figures are of interest. 
They show that the average amount of $2,000 which 447 families, who were 
contemplating building in 1934, planned to use, is not different in terms 
of dollars from the present value of dwellings. 
.A.ge of d welling 
Und er 10 years . . 
10-19 years .. 
20-29 years. 
30-39 years .. 
40-49 years . . 
TABLE 5.-Age of farm dwellings. 
No. dwellings 
of various ages 
8 
19 
24 
7 
IO 
Age of dwelling 
50 years and over .. 
Not g iven . 
Total . 
No. dwellings 
of various ages 
25 
7 
100 
Age of dwellings.- One-fourth of the farm dwellings had been built 
more than fifty years ago and very nearly as many from 20 to 30 years 
ago. Only 8 per cent were less than 10 years old. Table 5 gives additional 
information on this point. 
TABLE 6.-Size of farm dwellings-total number of rooms and number 
of bedrooms. 
I N umber of families I N umber of families 
No. of rooms 
All rooms / Bedrooms No. of rooms A 11 room s ] Bedrooms 
1 2 8 14 
2 19 9 18 
3 31 10 o r more .. 5 
4 9 24 
5 20 17 
6 . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 3 T o tal families . . 100 100 
7 14 4 Av. no. per family 6.3 3.6 
Size of dwellings.- In Table 6 the variation in size of dwellings is 
shown Half of the homes had seven or more rooms. The average for all 
was 6.3 rooms per family and 1.5 rooms per person. The number of bed 
11 Luella Selover, A Summary of the Federal Farm H ousing Survey in N ebraska , 1934 (unpublished) . 
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rooms varied from one to seven with very nearly half of the families having 
four or more rooms for sleeping, or an average of 0.8 bedroom per person. 
If the standard for health and decency, established by the U. S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics,12 of one room per person, exclusive of bath, is used as 
the measure for adequacy of space, then overcrowding did not exist among 
these families. The amount of space available for sleeping was also high. 
An allowance of at least one room for the parents and one for the children 
of each sex is a standard frequently quoted for sleeping space. A com-
parison of the dwellings with those in other rural studies is made in Table 
7 and shows that the amount of space was similar to that found in more 
extensive surveys in Nebraska. Only the study of Vermont owner families 
shows a greater average in number of rooms per person. 
TABLE ?.-Comparison of average size of farm dwellings of 100 N ebraska 
families with average size in other rural studies. 
State or section Years Families Size of j Rooms per ho useho ld / 
reporting household Rooms per person 
No. No . Total Bedrooms Total BedrOOIJiS 
N ebraska 1931-1934 100 4.2 6.3 3.6 1.5 0.8 
Nebraska 1 1934 14,916 4.4 6.1 1.4 
Nebraska 2 · 1923-1924 342 4.4 6.5 3.0 1.5 0.7 
N orth-Central States 3 1923-1924 1,439 4.6 6.9 3.3 1.5 
Iowa " 1926-1929 147 4.8 7.4 1.5 
V ermont 5 1927-1930 74 4.9 10.0 4.6 2.0 0.9 
Arkansas 6 1933-1934 6,613 • 4.4 4.6 1.05 
6,940 8 4.8 3.9 0.81 
1 Luella Selo ver, A Summary of the Federal Farm Housing Survey in N ebraska (unpublished) , 1934. 
2 J. 0. Rankin , Housing and House Operation Costs on N ebraska Farms, Nebr. Agr. Exp. Sta . 
Bui. 264, Nov., 1931. 
3 E. L. Kirkpatrick, The Farmer's Standard of Living, T he Century Co .. New York , 1929. 
E. E. Hoyt, Value of Family Living o n Iowa Farms, Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta. Bui. 281, June, 1931. 
5 M. Muse, The Standard of Living on Specific Owner-Operated Vermont Farms, Vt. Agr. Exp. 
Sta. Bui. 340, June, 1932. 
6 Deane G. Carter, Arkansas Farm Housing Conditions and Needs, Ark. Agr . Exp. Sta. Bui. 305, 
June, 1934. 
White owner families . 
8 White non-owner families . 
The amount of privacy possible for the child or adult in the 100 homes 
included in the present study was actually less than the number of rooms 
would indicate. In the winter months, the difficulty of heating all of the 
house, or the cost of heating it, resulted in the use of only a part. In many 
families not all of the bedrooms were used during any part of the year and 
fewer were used during the winter. Frequently the living room or dining 
room, or both rooms, were not used until summer temperatures again made 
them more comfortable. Particularly in families with adolescent children, 
the lack of an attractive and warm living area often becomes a handicap 
in entertaining friends and may discourage recreation at home. In twelve 
of the homes the kitchen was used for the living room a part or all of the 
year. In more than half of the entire number, the dining room served this 
purpose through the winter, if not throughout the entire year, and for very 
Minimum Quantity Budget Necessary to Maintain a \Yorker's Family of Five in Health and 
Decencv, Monthly Labor Review, May, 1920. 
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nearly three-fourths of the group the kitchen was used for eating at least 
a part of the time. One-half of the families used their dining rooms for 
eating all or a part of the time. 
Extent of home improvement.-These Nebraska families were more 
fortunate than many other rural families in the matter of home improve-
ments. Table 8 shows that fifteen had completely modern homes. For 
them, central heat, electricity, and a TABLE 8.-Extent of home improve-
water system, which included both 
hot and cold running water in 
kitchen and bath, were a part of the 
comforts of life. Twenty-seven had 
one or more of these improvements, 
and the remainder, 58, were with-
ment. 
Nature of improvement ! N umber of fam ilies 
::ompletely modern. 
)ne or more improvements. 
Central heat and electricity. 
Elec tricit y o nly 
Central heat and complete 
II 
7 
out any of them. A total of one- ce::r~; ~~~~e:~Iy. ! 
third had a bathroom, although Electricity and water system 1 
No 1nodern improvements . 
some were without a part or all of 
the plumbing fixtures that make a Tota l . 
15 
27 
58 
100 
bathroom modern. Two families had a second bathroom. Showers were 
reported by only two. More than three-fourths had an outdoor toilet. 
Frequently both indoor and outdoor toilets were found for the same home. 
The explanation was that of expense. Often the cost of maintaining the 
needed pressure for flushing the toilet seemed excessive. 
Recommendations of the President's Conference on Home Building and 
Home Ownership include those dealing with the health of rural families: 
"Provision should be made for the comfort and privacy of the occupants, 
protection against extremes of temperature, protection against rodents and 
insects, and for the installation of equipment in or about the premises 
which will provide a safe water supply and a sanitary method of disposal 
of human excreta and other wastes." 13 The degree to which the dwellings 
in this study measure up to these recommendations is seen in part by the 
data presented. 
In the use of the available improvements is seen one of the effects of 
the depression upon this group of families. The cost of heating the house 
with the furnace seemed excessive in several cases and the practice of heat-
ing only a few rooms was common. In one home the use of the furnace 
had been discontinued. Because the cost of electric current seemed pro-
hibitive in some instances, the family had returned to another method of 
lighting and appliances were no longer used. 
The electrical labor-saving devices owned most frequently were those 
that make laundering less irksome. Six homes with electricity were with-
out an iron and nine were without a washer. Eighteen had an electric 
vacuum cleaner. Additional pieces of small equipment, such as a perco-
lator, grille, or popper, were owned by 20 families. There were three 
13 Pres ident 's Conference on Home Bu ildi ng and Home Ownership , Farm and Vi llage Housing, 
1932. 
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mechanical refrigerators. Some power equipment, most often a washing 
machine, was found in one-half of the homes. In a recent study of the 
use of electricity on 780 Nebraska farms, it was found that a larger number 
of irons and washing machines were being used than of other appliances. 
Eighty-five per cent of the families had electric irons and 81.8 per cent had 
washing machines as compared with 29.7 that had toasters and 27.3 that 
had vacuum cleaners.14 
Two-thirds of the houses had kitchen sinks, although only one-fifth 
were equipped with running water. In urban homes this piece of equip-
ment serves primarily as a place for the preparation of vegetables and for 
dishwashing. In rural homes that are without running water its purpose 
is often that of a lavatory for the family and farm workers and it is little 
used in other ways. Particularly if the house is one in which there is no 
hot water piped to the sink, the homemaker may still find it more con-
venient to wash dishes on the cookstove where the contents of teakettle 
and reservoir can be used as needed. If there is no kitchen pump, a pail of 
water and dipper at one side of the sink, with mirror above, make wash-
ing in the kitchen before meals a convenience, and a pail either at one side 
or beneath the sink to hold waste water is used if there is no drain. 
The methods of sewage disposal showed considerable variation. Over 
half of the entire number used either a surface drain or carried all water 
out in a pail. Twenty-two had a cesspool and the remainder were divided 
equally between the use of a septic tank and a deep tile drain . 
Uses of the farm dwelling.-Often the farm dwelling is used for activ-
ities not found in the daily routine of the urban family. In 86 of the 
homes in this study all dairy utensils were washed in the kitchen. Ten 
used a washroom or milk house for this purpose. In 25 of the homes the 
separator was used in the kitchen. In half, the separator was kept in the 
basement or in a room used for that purpose. In 26 homes there was an 
incubator in the house; in 11 of these homes the incubator was kept in 
the basement. No information was obtained regarding the place where 
laundering was done. 
Economic status of families.---In the introductory section of the bulletin 
the economic plight in which Nebraska farmers found themselves during 
1931, 1932, and 1933 is discussed briefly. The situation which existed in 
Cass, Fillmore, and Buffalo counties during this period may be seen in 
part in Table 9. This comparison of the farm business in the three vears 
is based upon a summary of all the farm accounts which were kept in the 
counties and is not limited to the group keeping home accounts. It shows 
a net return to the operator after inventory changes in equipment and 
stock were made that reached a high point of $2,172 in Cass county for 
l 933 and a low point in Fillmore and Thayer counties of -$356 in 1932. 
When the earning of the operator was determined for the three years, after 
E. E. Brackett and E. B. Lewis, Use of E lectricity on Nebraska Farms, 1920-1934, Nebr. Agr. 
Exp . Sta. BuL 289, p. 44, June, 1934. 
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first ded ucting wages for all unpaid labor other than his own and allowing 
5 per cent on the investment, only Cass and Buffalo counties in 1933 
showed a margin available. In neither case did the labor and management 
wage reach $600. 
One index to the economic status of families of fa rm owners is the net 
worth of their farms. For 93 of the 100 fam ilies information was available 
T ABLE 9.-Condition of the farm business in Cass, Fillmore, and Buffalo 
counties, 1931-33.1 
Item 
N umber o f farms aver::i. g:d. 
Cash income. 
Cash expenditure. 
Net cash ga in. 
in ventory ga in or loss . 
Net re turn 
Labor and management wage 4 . 
N umber of farms :...vtraged 
Cash income . 
Cash expenditure. 
Cass 
1931 AVERAGES 
69 
$3 ,007 
1,566 
1,441 
- 1.55.l 
- 11 2 
- 1,954 
1932 A VE.RA GES 
48 
$2,534 
1,605 
Net cash ga in . . ... . . ... .. .. . . ... . .. . .. .. . ... ... . . 929 
--l ,18G Inventory gain or loss .. 
Net rc.-: turn .. 
Labor an .-! managemen t wage 4 . 
N urnbt:r of farm s averaged 
Cash income . 
Cash expendi ture. 
Net cash ga in. . ... ..... . .. . ... . 
Invento ry gain or loss . 
Net re turn . 
Labor and nunageme nt w;-i ge 4 . 
- 251 
- 1,834 
1933 AVERAGES 
43 
53, 128 
1,402 
1,726 
446 
2.172 
597 
Fi ll more :2 Buffa lo 3 
25 48 
$3,377 $2,574 
1,805 1,423 
1,572 1,15 1 
- 1,388 - 1,077 
184 74 
-1,542 - 1,283 
33 34 
$2,109 Sl ,930 
1,357 1,002 
752 928 
- 1,108 -834 
-
356 94 
- 2,046 967 
34 56 
$2,467 $1,914 
1,512 1,013 
955 901 
405 354 
1,360 1,255 
- 44 265 
:i Based upo n annual ana lyses of farm accounts prepared by the Nebraska Agricul tural Ex tension 
Service and the Rural Econo mics Department uf the College of Agriculture , Univers it y of N ebraska. 
In the summaries, returns from Fillmore county are reported with Thayer coun ty, wh.ich borders 
it on the south. 
3 Non-irrigated farm s ( irr igated not used ) . 
This is the earning of the operator after first ded ucting wages for all unpaid labor o ther than 
his own , and second ly, after ded ucting an assumed 5 per cent o n the investm,ent. 
on this point. For 35 owners the average was $26,932 and the range from 
less than $10,000 for three owners to $80,000 for one owner. Included in 
the net worth are the land , buildings, equipment, and livestock. For 16 
part-owners the average was $39,714 and the range from $16,000 to $84,000. 
Unfortunately the number and amount of mortgages are not known. In 
contrast, 42 tenant families lived on farms with an average net worth of 
$26,253 and a range from $5,500 to $63,000. Information regarding the 
net worth of the equipment and livestock owned by them was not listed; 
hence their fin ancial status, as measured by their business investment, can
not be given. 
Another index of the economic status of the 100 families included in 
the study is the net cash income from the farm business. This information, 
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summarized in Table 10, shows that 28 of the 58 keeping home accounts 
in 1931 had a cash return of less than $1,000, as compared with 51 of the 
69 in 1932 and 40 of the 56 in 1933. In 1931, 14 families had $1,500 or 
more, and in 1932 and 1933 the number was seven. 
Economic services of farm women.- The economic contribution made 
TABLE 10.-Net cash income from 
farm business of cooperating 
families, 1931-34. 
Amount of net 
cash income 
Deficit 
Under $500 ... 
5500-$999 
$1,000-$1,499 
$1.500 -$1,999 
$2,000 and over . . 
Unknown 
Total number .. 
[, 
I 
No. of farm operators 
1931 1932 1933 
2 2 
9 31 19 
17 20 19 
12 6 4 
9 6 2 
5 1 5 
4 5 5 
58 69 56 
by these farm women is seen partly 
in the activities which they listed. 
Table 11 compares the findings of 
the present study with those of an 
earlier study of routine and sea-
sonal work. Only two of the 100 
women took no part in outdoor 
activities Ninety - seven regarded 
the care of chickens as a part of 
their job and 96 did the gardening. 
The amount of help received from 
other members of the family was not given. Less than one-third of the 
women helped with the milking and one-fifth worked in the fields at 
some time during the year. Eight assisted with the chores and other work 
of the farm. Thus the division of labor between husband and wife is seen 
TABLE 11. Nature of assistance 
given by homemakers in out-
door activities. 
Item 
Care of chickens . . . 
Gardening 
.\1ilking 
Work in fields .. 
Chores and other farm 
work. 
None 
Percentages of 
homemakers 
100 
families 
in 1931-33 
97 
96 
29 
19 
I 179 families 
in 1927-28 1 
82 
80 
44 
38.5 
12.5 
1 M. Ruth Clark and Greta Gray, The Routine 
and Seasonal Work of Nebraska Farm Wom en, 
Nebr. Agr. Exp . Sta. Bui. 238, Jan. , 1930. 
to be different in this selected group 
from the situation which exists in 
many urban homes where husbands 
often provide the money income an<l 
women direct the use of it. In these 
fa rm homes the abilities, skills, and 
interests of the wives affect very 
directly the size of the cash income 
and the amount of food which the 
farm can be made to furnish. In-
directly they affect it, as do urban 
homemakers, by their ability and 
willingness to provide home-manu-
factured goods for consumption. 
Churning, baking, canning, and the 
making and remaking of wearing apparel may conserve appreciably the 
cash income which is available for family living. 
THE MONEY VALUE OF FAMILY LIVING AND ITS DISTRIBUTION 
In this section money values are used to describe the standard of living 
which prevailed for the cooperating farm families during three years of 
depression. Comparisons are made within the group with respect to farm 
ownership, size of family, level of living value, and age of homemakers. 
These are factors which appear to be of importance in determining the 
standard of a family. The standard for this group is also compared with 
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the standards found in other rural studies. U nless otherwise indicated 183 
yearly records of 100 families are the basis for the comparisons. 
Average yearly money value and its distribution.-These Nebraska 
farm families had an average money value of living in 1931 of $1,226.36. 
In 1932 it was $1,008.58, and in 1933 it was $988.06. No attempt has been 
made to adj ust 1932 and 1933 values to the 1931 price level in Table 12. 
T A BLE 12.- Distribution of average yearly value of family living among 
principal groups of goods. 
I tem 
Savings .. . ... . . .. . ... .. . . 
Food 
Clothing .. ... .. .. .. . • . 
Ho using ..... .. . • ... 
Operating . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... , , .. .. 
Health .. ... ....... . •. • . . ... . . .• .••. . .. . .. 
Development ... 
Total va lue of living . .. 
Savings 
Food 
Clothing 
Housing 
Operating 
Health 
Development 
Total .. 
58 famili es, 
av. size 3.9-
1931 
$ 134. 18 
382.26 
108.50 
249.41 
182.38 
42.67 
126.96 
$1,226.36 
Per cent 
10.9 
31.2 
8.8 
20.3 
14.9 
3.5 
10.4 
100.0 
69 fa milies, 
av. size 4.2-
1932 
$ 104.14 
283.8 1 
83.47 
254.68 
147.69 
42.58 
92 .21 
Sl ,008.58 
Per cent 
10.3 
28.1 
8.3 
25.2 
14 .7 
4.2 
9.2 
100.0 
56 fami lies, 
av. size 4.3-
1933 
s 86.43 
283.54 
90. 15 
235 .04 
157. 12 
39.48 
96.30 
$ 988 .06 
Per cent 
8.8 
28.7 
9.1 
23.7 
15.9 
4.0 
9.8 
100.0 
The value of food was greater than that of any other principal group 
and in each year it made up more than one-fourth of the total value. 
Housing was second in order of size and ranged from one-fifth in 1931 to 
one-fourth in 1932, The money value of operating was approximately 15 
per cent, and that of clothing 8 per cent. For health, 3.5 to 4 per cent 
was used. Development va ried from 9.2 to 10.4 per cent. Savings, which 
were 10.9 per cent of the total in 1931 , fe ll to 8.8 per cent in 1933. 
Relation of value of living supplied by farm to living purchased.- The 
years 1932 and 1933 showed a decrease in the average value of living 
supplied by the farm and in the average cash expenditure, In all three 
yea rs, however, the fa rm provided approximately two-fifths of the total 
value of living. 
In this study the money value of foods and fuel supplied by the farm 
shown in Table 13 have been based upon records of the quantities actually 
used. U nit prices which each product would have brought if sold at the 
fa rm were used in preference to the plan of taking current retail prices in 
the locality, since so often the latter include services which the fa rm fa mily 
does not perform before using the product. The bottling of milk, packag-
ing of butter, grading of vegetables, and transportation are examples of 
these services, and the cost of the labor and materials must be included in 
18 NEBRASKA AGR. EXP. STA. RESEARCH BuLLETI N 78 
T ABLE 13.-Average money value of goods supplied by the fa rms and 
average cash expenditures. 
Item 1931 1932 1933 
Food supplied . $ 226.74 $ 168.71 171.2 1 
Fuel and ice supp lied. 25.8 1 25.37 29.7 1 
Housing rnpjJ lied 234.09 239.39 217.·l~ 
To tal surp lice! ,·alue. 486.64 433.47 418.41 
C:i.c:h expe nd iture . 739 .72 575. 11 569.65 
Tota l , alue of li ving. $1, 226.36 $1,008.58 5 988.06 
P,-r cent Per ce11t Per cent 
Food supplied. 18 .4 16.7 17.3 
Fuel and ice supp lied. 2.1 2.5 3.0 
Ho using supplied . 19.0 23.7 22.0 
To tal supp!ie-d va lue. 39.5 42.9 42.3 
Cash expend i tl1rc . 60 .5 57.1 57.7 
To ta l . 100.0 100.0 100.0 
the retail price . This difference in the method of computing val ues 1s im-
portant to note, particularly when comparison s are made with money 
values which are based upon retail prices. 
Housing, in thi s study, consists of two items. The one is the ann ual 
value of the dwelling and the other is the cash expended fo r repair and 
upkeep. In Table 13 only the first item is included. It is based upon 9 
per cent of the total value of the dwelling in order to cover interest on
investment, depreciation, insurance, and taxes . The total value was that 
used by the family in the fa rm account book or es timated by them and 
later checked in the resea rch office. 
Average value of living for owners, part-owners, and tenants.- In Ta ble 
14 a three-year average is used as a· basis for comparing owners, pa rt-
owners, and tenants with respect to the average value of living and the 
value for each of the principal groups of goods. Part-owners are those who 
rent land in addition to that which they own. 
TABLE 14.-Distribution of average value of living among principal groups 
of goods. 
Item Ow ners / Part-owners/ Tenan ts Ow ners I Pa rt-owners / Tenants 
Yearly records. 03 35 85 63 35 85 
A v. size of fa mily. 4.2 4.2 4.0 4.2 4.2 4.0 
Av. age of operator .. 45 4 1. 8 34.8 45 41.8 34.8 
P. ct. P. ct . P. ct. 
Val ue supplied b y fa rm .. 550.47 s 538 .02 s 334.96 43.9 39 .2 40 .8 
Cash expendi tures. 704.9 1 819.80 486.10 56.1 60.8 59 .2 
To tal. Sl ,255 .38 $1,347 .82 s 821.06 100. 0 100.0 100 
Savi ngs $ 103.45 s 168 .27 $ 87.07 8.3 12.5 10.6 
Food .. .... . . ... ... . 344 .02 334.43 285.34 27 .4 24. 8 34.7 
Clothing 105. 87 115 .50 75 .1 7 8.4 8.6 9.2 
Housing . . ...... . . .. . 342.99 32 1. 63 145.1 3 27.3 23.8 17.7 
O perating ...... . . . . .. 182 .30 188 .62 135.05 14 .5 14.0 16.4 
Health 41.45 65.55 32.04 3.3 4.9 3.9 
Devel? pment 135.30 153.82 61.26 10.8 11.4 7.5 
<•' 
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The part-owners had an average value of living of $1,347.82. The 
owners had $1,255.38, and the tenants had $821.06 or approximately two-
thirds of that for the owner group. The percentage of the total living 
which was supplied by the farm was slightly higher for the owner group 
than for either of the other two. In terms of money value, that supplied 
by the farms of owners was rnore than $200 higher than for tenants. 
A comparison of the value of the seven principal groups of goods in 
the three classes showed a lower value for all groups among the tenants, 
but a higher percentage for food and operating. The percentage for cloth-
TABLE 15.-Distribution of average value of living among principal groups 
of goods, by value-of-living level. 
Item Under $500 $500-$999 Sl,000-$1,499 I SI ,500-Sl ,999 [ $,2,000 and over 
Yearl y records. 5 99 48 20 II 
Av. size of family .. 4 4.1 4.2 4.0 4.2 
Av. age of operator. 32.0 38.3 43 .0 47.4 51 
Value supplied bv farm .. $ 169.25 $ 318.52 $ 434.45 s 67i . 12 $1 ,345.39 
Cash expenditures: 210.98 420.42 7i9.88 1,036.94 1,222.68 
Total value of living .. 380.23 738.94 1,214.33 1,i14.06 2,568.07 
sa,·ings 8.11 68. 10 154.75 196.71 151.16 
Food 184 .98 274.98 341.49 414.87 435.90 
Clothing 32 .43 69.57 111.49 134.36 173.85 
Housing 52.28 131.25 227.34 441.01 1,103.32 
Operating 70. 16 120.96 183.92 259.75 292.46 
Health 8.09 22.91 59.46 65.01 108.1 7 
De,·elopmcnt 24.18 51. 17 135.88 202.35 303. 19 
P. ct. P. ct . P. ct . P. ct . P. ct. 
Value supplied by farm. 44.5 43.1 35.8 39.5 52.4 
Cash expenditures 55.5 56.9 64.2 60.5 47.6 
Total . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Savings 2.1 9.2 12.8 11.5 5.9 
Food 48.7 37.2 28.1 24.2 17.0 
Clothing 8.5 9.4 9.2 7.8 6.8 
Housing 13.7 17.8 18.7 25.7 43.0 
Operating 18.5 16.4 15.l 15.2 11.3 
Health 2.1 3.1 4.9 3.8 4.2 
Dc;,·elopment 6.4 6.9 11.2 11.8 11.8 
ing was also slightly higher among the tenants. The average number per 
fa mily was approximately the same in the three classes. The average age 
of the operator was 45 years for owners, 41.8 for part-owners, and 34.8 for
tenants. 
Comparison of levels of living.-The lowest total value of Ii ving in the 
three-year period was $296.56 for one fa mily of three members in 1931. 
The highest value, $4,475, occurred in the same year for a family of three. 
More than one-half of the entire number of records showed less than 
$1,000. Eighty-four per cent showed less than $1,500. Only six families 
had a total value of $2,000 and above for one or more years. 
Table 15 compares five different levels with respect to the money value 
and percentage of the total which was used for each of the principal 
groups of goods. For all levels the size of family was approximately the 
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same. The average age of the fa rm operator, however, va ried. For those 
living on less than $500 the average age of the operator was 32 yea rs. In 
the next highest class, $500-$999, the age was 38.3 years, and on the highest 
level the average was 51 years. 
The most striking difference in the money values was in the item of 
housing . On the lowest level, $52 .28, or 13.7 per cent, was the ave rage 
housing value. Both in doll ars and percentage this item increased until it 
reached an ave rage of $1,103.32, 43 per cent of the total value of living, 
for the level of $2,000 and above Families on the highest level averaged 
considerably more than twice as much as those on the second highest level. 
An explanation of the wide range is found on pages 11 to 14, where the 
size, age, and extent of home improvements in the dwellings are discussed. 
VALUE Of 
FAMILY LIVING v;,;,;777:7:m7'J'=r:,,:,='""""""'='""""""='~ml'lmll' 
$2000 & OVER 
$1500 - $1999 
$1000- $ 1499 
$ 500-$ 999 
UNDER 
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 
PERCENTAGE 
~ ~ ~ laimll 
FOOD CLOTHING HOUSING OPERATING 
- [llil]] H·:·· ::I 
HEALTH DEVELOPMENT SAVINGS 
100 
FIG. 1.-Perccntages of average va lue of living used by fa milies on di fferent 
leve ls for pr incipal groups of goods. 
Just as housing was the most important single item in family living on 
the highest level, so food occupied the central place fo r the lowest levels 
and made up more than one-third of the whole for more than one-half of 
the entire group. However, the average money value of food on the 
highest level was more than twice as large as that on the lowest level. 
Clothing showed an increase in value with each level but it constituted a 
decreasing percentage of the whole for the levels of $1,000 and above . The 
average for the level of $2,000 and above was $173.85 as compared with 
$32.43 for the level of less than $500, but the small number of families on 
these levels makes this comparison less significant. 
Operating items also increased in money value with each increase in 
average value of living but only on the lowest level did the proportion of 
the whole approach one-fifth . For the $1,000-$1,499 level the percentage 
was 15.1 as compared with 11.3 for the level of $2,000 and above. Health 
expenditure averaged $22.91 yearly for more than one-half of the entire 
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g roup. On the highest level it averaged $108.17. On no one of the levels 
was as much as 5 per cent due to this item. 
In both value and percentage, development was of increasing import· 
ance from the low to the high levels. The ave rage of $5 1.17 fo r the level 
of $500-$999 was one-sixth of that on the level of $2,000 and above. The 
percentage of the total value of living used fo r development ranged from 
6.4 to 11.8. Figure 1 shows the differences in the distribution of the aver-
age value on the different levels. 
Average value of living for families of different size.-Table 16 com-
pa res the value of living in fam ilies of different size. Families of two and 
T ABLE 16.-Distribution of average value of living among principal groups 
of goods, by size of family. 
Item 
Two Three Four Fi ve More than 
members members mem bers members 5 members 
Yearly records . 24 41 51 44 23 
A,·. age of bomcm'.l.kcr . . 37.8 37.8 3!5 .8 37.4 41.2 
\'alue supp li ed by farm. $ 440.50 s 542.79 s 433 .76 s 384 .35 s 424.90 
Cash expe nditures . 664.85 564 .46 595.33 632. 11 745.46 
T ot:i l va lue of living .. 1,105.35 1,107.25 1,029.09 1,0 16.46 1,170.36 
Savings. 138.70 90.22 87 .61 107.56 155.62 
Food 289.72 27(,.:n 31 5.00 326.40 387 .92 
Clothing 74 .78 80 .20 101.12 94.02 I 18.44 
Housing 269.09 360 .40 240.29 18 1. 41 162. 17 
Operating 169.48 164.53 151.97 156.50 178.98 
Health 40.36 40. 17 40.01 48.27 36.87 
Developme nt 123.22 95.40 93 .09 102.30 130.36 
P. ct. P. ct. P. ct . P. ct. P. ct. 
Value supplied by farm. 39 .9 49.0 42.1 37.8 36.3 
Cash expend itures . . . 60.1 51.0 57.9 62. 2 63 .7 
Total . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Savings .. . . . ... . . .. 12 .6 8.1 8.5 10.6 13.3 
Fooc1 26.2 25.0 30.6 32.1 33 .1 
Clothing 6.8 7.2 9 .8 9.2 JO. I 
Housing 24.3 32. 6 23.3 17.9 13.9 
Operating 15 .3 14.9 14.8 15.4 15.3 
Health 3.7 3.6 3 .9 4.7 3.2 
Development II.I 8.6 9.1 JO.I II.I 
three members used approximately $1,100 annually fo r living. In families 
of more than five members, the average was $1,170.36. Families of fo ur 
members averaged $1,029.09 and fa milies of five averaged $1,016.46. The 
value of goods supplied by the fa rm was la rgest in fa milies of three and 
represented 49,0 per cent of the total. In all other classes the percentage 
was less than 43. In no class did the average fo r cash expenditures reach 
$750. 
Food and housing combined were responsible fo r approximately 50 
per cent of the average value of living in each class. This relationship is 
shown in Figure 2. As the value for food increased in the families of four, 
fi ve, and more members, the value of housing decreased. The percentage 
for clothing varied from 6.8 for fa milies of two members to 10.1 for 
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families of more than five members. Operating costs, though varying in 
amount, showed little variation in percentage and approximated 15 
throughout. Families of two and six or more members had a higher value 
for development than did those of three, four, or five members. The 
largest families had the highest average for savings, $155.62; families of 
two were second with $138.70. In this connection the average age of home-
maker for each class is important to note. 
0 IO 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 
PERC_ENTAGE 
m I 1 ~ lfflfflffll 
rooo CLOTHING HOUSING OPERATING 
- l!illIIIlD 1, ,.,.,_, .. ,1 
HEALTH DEVELOPMENT SAVINGS 
FIG. 2.-Percentages of average value of living used by fami lies of different 
sizes for principal groups of goods . 
Value of living and age of homemaker.-Table 17 shows the variation 
in average value of living for families when they are grouped by age of 
homemaker. The average value of living was $1,553.94 in the class of 50 
years and over as compared with $1,509.51 for those 45 to 50 years. The 
average size of family in both groups was smaller than in the classes with 
the homemaker 30 to 40 years of age. For the class from 40 to 45 years 
the average value was $1,109.20, and in each of the others it was less than 
$1,000. The small number of cases included in the average of $657.51 for 
women under 25 years makes the figure less significant than if more were 
included. 
The average value of living supplied by the farm was very much higher 
for the two upper age classes. In the SO-year-and-older class the amount was 
very nearly half of the total. The explanation for the wide range is seen 
when the values of housing are compared. Families in which the women 
were in the two upper age classes had 31 and 37 per cent of the total 
value in housing as compared with 15 to 19 per cent in the lower age 
classes. A comparison of average cash expenditures in the several classes 
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T ABLE 17.-Distribution of average value of living among principal groups 
of goods, by age of homemaker. 
Item 50 yrs. I 45-49 yrs. I 40-44 yrs . 35-39 yrs. I 30-34 yrs. I 25-29 yrs. I Under and over 25-yrs. 
Yearly records .. 18 28 27 29 3 1 44 6 
Av. !>ize of famil y . 4 3.5 4.6 5.0 4.6 3.6 2.5 
Value supplied by farm S 757 .04 ~ 661.84 ; 386.09 $ 345.79 s 404.25 s 333.89 s 251.98 
Cash expenditures. 796.90 746.07 723.11 509.47 556.76 519.56 405.53 
Total va lue of li vi ng 1,553.94 1,509.91 1,109.20 855.26 961.01 853.45 657.51 
Savings 120.68 158.52 117.09 71.95 108.94 90.30 99.92 
Food 31 1.55 346.79 339..18 324 .70 331.40 279.92 190.84 
Clothing 106.64 I 25.12 104.86 89.76 89.45 73.39 40.34 
Housing 574.75 467.70 170.33 146.97 184.86 151.98 119.18 
Operating 201.44 196.66 165.63 136.57 145.41 152.95 127.28 
Health 90.54 32.54 42. 13 24.33 33 .11 45.07 43.81 
Development 148.34 182.58 169.78 60.98 67.84 59.84 36.14 
P. ct . f'. ct. P. ct. P. ct. P. ct . P. ct. P. ct 
Vaiue supplied by farm 48.7 43.8 34.8 40.4 42.1 39.1 38.3 
Cash cxpenrlitures 51.3 56.2 65.2 59.6 57.9 60.9 61.7 
Tot:d . 100.0 'tOO.O 100.G 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Savings 7.7 10.5 10.6 8.4 11.3 10.6 15.2 
l·ood 20.0 23.0 30.6 38.0 34.5 32.8 29.0 
Clothing 6.9 8.3 9.4 10.5 9.3 8.6 6.1 
Housing 37.0 31.0 15.4 17.2 19.2 17.8 18.1 
Operating 13.0 !3.-J 14 .9 15.9 15.2 17.9 19.4 
Hc~d1h 5.8 2.1 3.8 2.8 3.4 5.3 6.7 
Development 9.6 12.1 I 5.3 7.2 7. 1 7.0 5.5 
showed n1ore than $700 for those In which the homemaker was 40 years 
or older. The average was less than $600 for all others. 
Operating values fo r the classes of older women were higher than 
those of the younger classes ; th is resulted 111 part from the difference 
AGE 
UNDER 25 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45•49 
30 40 50 60 
PERCENTAGE 
~ E3 ~ 
rooD CLOTHING HOUSING 
-
IIIIIIID 
HEALTH DEVELOPMENT 
!fflfflll 
OPERATING 
l·/\-;-:j 
SAVINGS 
FIG. 3.- Percentages of average value of living used for principal groups of 
goods in families classified by age of homemaker. 
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housing. Average clothing values were above $100 for the three older 
classes and below $100 for all others. The average total for development 
was more than twice as high for the three older classes as it was for the 
younger classes, due in a measure to the cost of educating older children. 
The amount saved was also higher in the three older classes, and in each 
case was greater than $100. In only one of the four younger classes-the 
TABLE 18.- D istribution_ of average value of living among principal groups 
of goods in studies of Nebraska farm families. 
Present home 
Item accoun t stud y, Home account H ome account Estima te study 
1931-33 project. 1933 project, 1934 1923-24 
(A) (B)' (C)' (D)' 
Number of fami lies. 100 1 164 239 342 
Av. size of household. 4.2 4.0 3.9 4.3 
Yalue supp lied by farm. $ 445.7 1 $ 330 .80 $ 341.87 $ 750.00 
Cash expenditures .. 625.61 588.06 714.11 93 1.00 
Tota l value of living. 1,071.32 918.86 1,055.98 1,681.00 
Savings 108.24 86.18 91.48 50.00 
Food: Purchased 127.06 130.71 161. 14 726.00 
Supplied 187.87 149.42 155.24 
Clothing 9.1.45 93.17 118.64 250.00 
Housing: Supplied 231.00 158.92 163.45 204.00 
Cash expended 15.99 10.77 l~.25 
Operating 161.57 165.06 206.02 282.00 
Health 41.66 45.20 52.79 73.00 
Development 104.48 79.43 96.97 96.00 
P. ct. P. ct. P. ct. P. ct. 
Value supp lied by farm . 41.6 36.0 32.4 44.6 
Cash expenditures. 58.4 64.0 67.6 55.4 
Total .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Savings JO.I 9.4 8.7 3.0 
Food: Purchased l 1.9 14. 2 15.2 43 2 
Supplied 17.5 16.3 14.7 
Housing : Supplied 21.5 17.3 15.5 12.l 
Cash cxpende~ 1.5 l.2 1.n 
Clothing 8.7 10. l ll.2 14.9 
Operating ... , :JS. I 18.0 19.5 16.8 
Health ... -~3.9 4.9 5.0 4.3 
Development '.+9 .8 8.6 9.2 5.7 
'. 
1 One hundred eighty-three records were f11rnished hy these families. 
Muriel Smith, Nebraska Summary of H ome Account Records, 1933, Nebr. Agr. Ext . Service, 
Circular ! 1-112. '"~ff};: t, ' 
3 Muriel Smith, Nebrask a Summary of Home Account Records , 1934, Nebr. Agr. Ext. Service. 
Circular 11 -113. 
J. 0. Rankin and E leanor H Hinman, A Summary of the Standard of Living in Nebraska Farm 
Homes, Nebr. Agr. Exp. Sta. Bul. 267, Jan .. !932. 
30-34-year class-did the amount exceed $100. Figure 3 shows how the 
,arious age classes distributed the value of their living. 
Comparison of present study with other Nebraska studies.-Table 18 
compares the averages of the present study with those of other studies of 
farm families in Nebraska. For the year ending in June, 1924, which was 
regarded as a "good" year, a schedule was used to collect data on the value 
of living, and farm families estimated the amount used for their various 
needs. The findings in both of the recent studies of the Agricultural Ex-
tension Service are based upon summaries of home-account books. 
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The average value of living found in the 1923-24 study was $1 ,681, 
more than half again as high as that of the present study, which was 
$1,071.32. In 1933 the Agricultural Extension Service fou nd an average of 
$918.86, and in 1934, $1,055.98. Both of these summaries show less than 
40 per cent from the fa rm, while the 1923-24 estimate study and the present 
study show slightly more than 40 per cent. The most striking differences 
in the distribution of the value of living are in food, clothing, and operat-
ing. These changes are shown graphically in Figure 4. 
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$400 
$300 
$200 
$100 
ABC D 
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HOME ACCOUNT PROJECT-19JJ § 
HOME ACCOUNT PROJECT -1934 f°;i>-::~,:J 
ESTlt.AATE STUDY~ 
fOOD - CLOTHING -HOUSING-OPERATING-HEALTH-DEVELOPMENT-SAVINGS 
Fig. ·4.- Compariso n of money value of principal groups of goods in four 
Nebraska stud ies of farmers' standards of li ving . The estim ate study (D) 
represents the yea r ending in June, 1924. 
T here are several factors which need to be considered in interpreting 
these differences . Of major importance is the method of study. With the 
estimate method, which arrives at quantities and value by means of a 
schedule filled out in conference with the family at the close of the year, 
it is probable that averages fo r food, operating, and development may 
represent less accurately the actual values used by the group than those for 
clothing, cash expended fo r housing, health, and savings . The latter items
are fewer in number and more easily recalled, particularly in cases where
checkstubs or canceled checks are available and in studies where sufficient 
time is allowed to discuss these items with other members of the fa mily . 
In determining the value supplied by the fa rm the estimate method is 
likely to be less accurate than the home-account method. A comparison of 
the two methods of study has led to the following conclusions which are 
pertinent at this point: 
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"In conclusion, the res ults from the small samples of fa mili es included in this 
stud y indica te tha t with fa mili es similar in educa tion and in purchasing procedures 
to the professional g roup cooperating in the present stud y, the schedul e apparentl y can 
be made a satisfac tory method of securing data on fa mil y expenditures and savings . 
If an anal ysis of the nutritional content of the die t of such a g roup is to be made a 
part of the project, th e results of thi s in vestigation indica te tha t the schedules should be 
supplemented by reco rds of food consumption. With fa rm fa milies similar to those 
coopera ting in this stud y, the schedu le could perhaps be made a sa tisfactory method of 
securing data on fa mil y expenditures and savings . However, fo r the purpose of 
obtaining sa ti sfactory data on th e value of famil y living furni shed by the farm , and on 
the qu,,ntities of foods consumed by fa rm famili es, it is apparent tha t accounts kep t 
for short periods a t different seasons in the year should be used to check the accuracy 
of the schedule data." 
A second factor to be considered is the change in the level of prices . 
In 1931 the prices paid by Nebraska farmers for commodities were 83 per 
cent of those for 1923 as indicated by a change in index numbers. For 
1932 and 1933 they were 72 per cent
In a comparison of housing supplied by the farm the difference in the 
estimates of the annual value should be noted. In the 1923-24 investigation 
10 per cent of the total value of the dwelling was used, whereas 9 per cent 
was used in the three more recent studies. The contrast in this item be-
tween the present study and the earlier one is therefore grater than the 
averages indicate. 
A third factor should be noted in interpreting the increase in the aver-
age and in the percentage for savings which occurs in the three recent 
studies. The form of saving reported in all of the studies was almost 
wholly insurance. In many farm families a single policy of $1,000 or more 
is carried by the husband as a protection to his family in the event of
illness and death, but it is not commonly regarded as a form of investment 
to be increased as the margin between cash income and outgo is increased. 
Rather is there the tendency to invest available money in the fa rm business. 
Purchase of additional land, new machinery, or stock is common. These 
increases are seen in the farm inventory but do not appear in the savings 
column of the home account book. On the other hand, the home account 
book often shows savings when the farm business shows a loss. The 
savings are usually life insurance and the loss may be due quite largely to 
a decrease in the farm inventory. 
Of special interest is a comparison of the changes in value and per-
centage in the present study (A) and the summary of 1934 home account 
books ( C) of the Agricultural Extension Service. In the latter were in-
cluded many of the 100 families who had kept accounts in study A. Cash 
expenditures in 1934 were almost $100 higher, though the total value of 
living was slightly lower. The drouth reduced farm production-notably 
gardens. Purchased food, clothing, operating, and health were all higher 
in value than in study A. Sa vings, development, and cash expended for 
Chase Going Wood house and Faith Wi lliams. Compar ison of Schedu le and Accoun t Methods of 
Collec ting Data o n Famil y Living U. S. Dep t. of Agr. Tech. Bui. 386, pp. 40-4 1, 1933. 
16 H . Clyde Filley , Effects of Inflation and Deflat io n upon Nebraska Agricul ture, 191 4 to 1932. The
percentages are deri ved fro m index numbers in Table 4, page 12. 
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housing were less than in study A. A slight increase in farm prices toward 
the close of 1934 and government payments to farme rs explain the upward
trend in cash expenditure. 
Comparison of present study with selected studies of farm families.-
Table 19 is a comparison of the present study made during the depression 
T ABLE 19.-Distribution of average value of living among principal groups 
of goods in selected studies of farm families. 
I tem 
Number of fami lies. 
Av. size of household. 
Val ue suj1plied by farm 
Cash expenditures 
To tal va lue of living 
Savings 
Food: Purchased 
Supp lied 
Clothing 
Housing: Supplied 
C 1sh expended 
Operating::. 
Health 
Development 6 
\";due supplied b}' far111 
Cash expenditures. 
Tota l 
Savings 
I•ood: Purchased 
Supplied 
Clothi ng 
Hous ing : Supp li ed 
Cash expended 
Operating G 
Hea lth 
Development G 
I Pccsent home I Iowa home I Wisconsin esti- 1 Vermon t hom e I N. Central I account !itudy, accou n t study,1 mate study 1 account study 3 estim.1te study 4 
1931-33 1926-29 1929-30 1927-30 1922-24 
100 147 900 95 1,439 
4.2 4.8 4.7 4.9 4.6 
$ 445.71 s 692.23 $ 497.00 $ 753.00 s 671.00 
625.61 932. 72 957 .00 1,728.00 942.00 
1.071.32 1,624.95 1.454.00 1,88 1.00 1,613 .00 
108.24 82 .82 38.00 86.00 44.00 
l 27.06 241.17 289.00 318.00 220.00 
187.87 399.69 231.00 372.00 403.00 
93.45 153.S7 194.00 159.00 232.00 
231.00 267.12 221.00 248.00 233.00 
15.99 
!61.57 284.87 275.00 398.00 263 .00 
41. 66 46.46 75.00 59.00 72.00 
104.48 ]95 41 13 1.00 241.00 146.00 
P. ct. P. ct. P. ct. JJ. ct. f'. ct. 
41.G 42 .6 34 .2 40.0 41.6 
58.4 57.4 65.8 60.0 58.4 
l 00.0 100.0 ]00.0 100.0 100.0 
10.i 5.G 2.6 5.0 2. 7 
11.9 ]5.0 19.9 18.0 12.2 
17.5 24.5 15.9 19 .0 26.4 
8.7 9.5 13.4 8.0 14 .4 
21.5 16.4 15.2 13.0 14.4 
1.5 
15.1 17.6 18.9 22.0 16.3 
3.9 2.9 5.1 3.0 4.5 
9.8 9.1 9.0 13 .0 9.1 
1 E. E. H oyt, Va lue of Family Li ving on Iowa Farms, Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta . Bul. 281, June, 193 1. 
E. L. Kirkpatr ick, P. E . McNa ll , and May L. Cowles, Far m Family Living in Wisconsin , Wis. 
Agr. Exp. Sta. . Res. Bui. 114, Jan . , 1933. 
3 M. Muse . The Standard of Li ving on Spec ific Owner-operated Vermont Far m s, Vt. Agr. Exp. Sta. 
Bu i. 340. June, 1932. 
E. L. Kirkpatrick , The Farmer's Standard of Liv ing, The Centur y Co ., New York, 1929 . 
r; Incl udes fuel , ice , telephone, ho useho ld service, supp lies, equi pment. and au to mobi le. 
6 Incl udes education, ch urch and cha r ity, recreation, gifts organizations, personal a nd any un-
classified items. 
with four studies of fa rmers' standards of living made in other areas 111 
the preceding decade. The Vermont and Nebraska studies are similar in 
the number of fami lies included, but the latter is based upon 183 yearly 
records of the 100 fam ilies. Both the North Central estimate study and the 
Wisconsin estimate study have very m uch larger numbers, and differ from 
the other three, also, in the method of study. The size of the household 
in the fi ve studies varies but slightly. 
In total value of living the present study revealed less by several 
hundred dollars than any of th e other four. There was but little variation 
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in the percentage of the total furnished by the farm, and for both Nebraska 
and the North Central states the percentage was 41.6. 
The value and percentage for savings were higher in the present study
than in any of the earlier in vestigations . The tendency of farm operators 
to invest cash reserves in something other than insurance has already been 
indicated. This tendency is seen in the averages for the studies made 
during more prosperous years. An analysis of the investment expenditures 
of 226 farm families in Minnesota in 1927-28 provides interesting info, -
mation in this connection. Of an average total of $1 ,058, 26 per cent was 
used for interest on debts for real property, 22 per cent for payments on 
farms or mortgages, and 19.8 per cent was reinvested in the business. Only 
6 per cent was used for life and accident insurance. Interest on operating 
or personal debts accounted for 2.8 per cent, while the remainder, 22.4 pet 
cent, was used for all other investments. In the upper income groups the 
proportion of the total used for life and accident msurance was smaller 
than that in the $2,000-$4,000 classes.17 
The present study was lower than any of the others in value of all 
principal groups of goods, except savings. In percentage, farm-supplied 
housing was higher for the Nebraska study and represented 21.5 per cent 
of the total. The Iowa home account study of 1926-29 was second in order 
with 16.4 per cent. As is suggested in the next section, the annual value of 
farm-supplied housing is not easi ly altered, and therefore years of depres-
sion show but little change in value from more prosperous years. 
CHANGES IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE VALUE OF LIVING DURING 1931, 
1932, AND 1933 
In Table 12 a comparison is made of the yearly value of each of the 
principal groups of goods with the total value of living. In the following 
section the changes will be discussed and further details given for all of 
the families and also for the 25 families whose records were complete for 
the three-year period. 
Findings for the entire group.-The principal form of savings was life 
insurance. For the three counties the average per family fell from $134.18 
in 1931 to $86.43 in 1933 and the percentage dropped from 10.9 to 8.8. In 
1931, seven of the fami lies saved nothing. In 1932, 13 families reported 
nothing saved, and in 1933 there were 14 without savings. Several families 
dropped insurance policies after 1931 because they were unable to meet the 
premiums or because loans on their policies left little of the cash value. 
As has already been stated, farmers had small incomes during this 
period. The price of farm products fell more rapidly than the cost of pro-
duction. An additwnal reason why farm families had difficulty in saving 
was the necessity of making interest payments on investments. Reports on 
obligations for the year 1933 showed that 39 of the 56 families had made 
17 Carle C. Zimmerman , Income and Expend iture of Minneso ta Farm and City Families 1927-1928, 
Minn. Agr. Exp . Sta. Bui. 255 , 1929, p. 1 I. 
FARM FAMILIES AND THE IR STANDARD S OF LIVI NG 29 
interest pay ments on loans or mortgages and that 20 had made payments
on notes. The payment of interest is unquestionably an expense but the 
red uction of principal is ordinarily made from. savings . F ifty-two reported 
no new investments. 
The proportion of the average value of living used for food approxi-
mated 30 per cent in each of the three yea rs, though the value for the year 
1931 was $382 as compared with $283 in both 1932 and 1933. For a family 
of four the daily ave rage fe ll from $1.05 to 77 cents. A fa ll of 13 per cent 
in the retail prices of food in 1932 helps to explain the decrease. 
s~o 1931 -
1932 ~ 
1933 t(~:;)J 
F"OOD CLOTHINC HOUSING OPERATING HEALTH DEVELOPMENT SAVINGS 
FIG. 5.-Changcs in the money val ue of principal groups of goods fo r 25 
fami lies in J 931, 1932, and 1933. 
Out of each dollar used for food, 60 cents was the value supplied by 
the fa rm. The method used for es timating the value of home products 
resulted in a lower total than would have occurred had retail prices been 
used. The slight va riation in the average size of fam.i ly from year to year 
makes interesting a comparison of the quantities supplied by the fa rm. 
In Table 20 both quantities and money values a re given. The latter are 
less comparable than the fo rmer because of the change in prices which 
occurred. In the use of eggs there was little va riation, and the weekly 
average was 3 ¼ dozens. Milk consumption rose from 939 quarts in 1931 
to 996¼ quarts in 1932 and remained practically the same during 1933. 
The average amount used daily was between 2 ½ and 3 quarts for fami lies 
averaging four m embers. Both cream and butter were used more gene1-
ously in 1932 than in 193 1 and a further increase occurred in 1933. The 
average weekly consumption of butter rose from 2 pounds in 1931 to 2 ½ 
pounds in 1933. The amount of cream used daily increased slightly . 
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Although the value of home-produced meat was lower for 1933 than 1932
the number of pounds used was greater. The pounds of poultry used in-
creased very nearly half in 1933 over 1932. For fruits and vegetables , 
weights were not available, but in each of the three years their value was 
from 16 to 19 per cent of the value of all food supplied by the farm. Corn , 
wheat, and miscellaneous products such as cheese, nuts, and honey, pro-
duced on the farm, were little used. 
TABLE 20.-Average quantity, money value, and portion of total food value 
of various foods supplied yearly by the farms of all cooperating families . 
Item 
1931 - 58 fami li c.~ 1932- 69 families 1933-56 families 
Amt. I Value I P. ct. Amt. I Value I P. c t Amt. j Value I P. ct. 
Eggs (doz.) . lil }4 $23.07 IO.I 168 $18 .53 10.9 168!/2 $17.85 10.4 
Milk (qts.) . . . . . . . . . . . . 939 39.37 17.4 996¼ 28.87 16.9 1000 25.43 14.8 
Cream (qts.) .. .. .. ... . 109 ~{ 23.63 10.4 117 20.39 11.9 129¼ 21.60 12.6 
Butter (lbs.) .......... 105 27.28 12.0 114¼ 22.21 13.0 125¼ 23.13 13.5 
Meat (lbs.) . ... . 51.1 1 22.5 650¼ 33.07 19.4 664 29.30 17.1 
Poultry (lbs.) 22.73 10.0 131¼ 14.23 8.3 185¼ 16.01 9.3 
Fruit, vegetables . .. ... ... . .. 36.64 16.2 30.34 17.8 33.00 19.2 
Corn, wheat. 2.88 1.3 2.08 1.2 3.90 2.3 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 1.03 0.6 . . . 1.42 0.8 
Total food supp lied. 227 .11 99.9 ... 170.75 100.0 171.64 100.0 
Inven tory adjustment . . 0.37 ... 2.04 0.43 
Totai food used. 226.74 168.71 171.21 
The adequacy of the diet in 1933 for 49 of the 100 families is the sub-
ject of a special study to be reported in a separate bulletin. The findings 
are summarized in the following statement: 
Sixty-seven per cent, or 33 of the families studied, were using diets which scored 
100 per cent or above with respec t to calcium and phosphorus; 91.8 per cent or 45 
were using diets scoring 100 per cent or above in protein; with respect to calories, 
81.6 per cent, or 40 of the group, were adequate or more than adequate; and for iron, 
77.5 per cent or 38, scored 100 per cent or more. Of th e 49 families, 22, or 45 per 
cent were consuming diets inadequate for one or more nutrien ts, there being 58 
deficiencies of various kind s among these .. 
Calcium and phosphorus, both available in large quantity from milk, 
were inadequate most often and also fell farthest short of adequacy when 
measured in terms of percentage of the requirement. Inadequacy in pro-
tein was found less frequently than were inadequacies in any other nutrient. 
The average expenditure for clothing was less in 1932 than in either 
1931 or 1933. From a high point of $108.50 it fell in 1932 to $83.47 and 
rose in 1933 to $90.15. Included in this group were expenditures for per-
sonal appearance such as haircuts, shaves, and any cosmetics used. The 
average for the husband in the family was lower each year than the aver-
age for the wife, and for other members of the famiiy it was higher . 
Because many of the n1ore costly articles of clothing are purchased less 
often by farm families than once in three years, the yearly costs found are 
probably somewhat below an average annual cost. The need for making 
a small cash income purchase the essentials for family well-being also 
lowered the amount spent. 
The average value of housing was second only to that of food in each 
of the three years an<l represented one-fifth to one-fourth of the total value. 
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Nine per cent of the valuation of the farm dwelling was used throughout 
the study as the amount needed to cover interest on investment, deprecia-
tion, insurance, and taxes. In addition, the actual cash expenditures for 
repair and upkeep were included. The average annual value of the two 
items was $249.41 in 1931, $254.68 in 1932, and $235.04 in 1933 For 
farm owners, lean years make sacrifices necessary, but housing costs can-
not easily be altered from year to year; hence they are more stable than 
those of other goods and services. The dwelling that has been bought or 
built .continues to be used, and only in the upkeep can the amount be 
regulated The average expenditure in cash was $15 to $18 per year-an 
amount which left over many needed repairs, including painting, until 
the fa rm would again "pay". 
TABLE 21.- Changes in the average yearly value of operating items. 
Item 
Purchased light, fuel , and 
Supplie<l fuel and ice ... 
\.Vattr and telephone .. 
Supplies and equipment . . 
Automobile 
ice .. 
Total \'a lue of operating . . ... . . .. . .. . . . 
Percentage of tota l va lue of li ving .. 
1931 
$ 29.02 
25.81 
10.30 
71.90 
15.35 
$182.38 
14.9% 
1932 1933 
S 34.20 S 26.85 
25.37 29.71 
7.96 6.28 
42.55 49.65 
37.61 44.63 
$ 147.69 $157.12 
14 .7% 15.9% 
The average operating cost was 15 per cent of the total value of living 
and showed little variation from year to year, though the amount was less 
following 1931. In Table 21, the individual items are given. Household 
,upplies and equipment, both new articles and replacements, amounted to 
$71.90 in 1931 but less than $50 in the two succeeding years, quite prob-
ably indicating one of the items where families practice economy as the 
need arises. The expense of the automobile showed relatively little change 
from year to year, though it was somewhat lower in 1932. A decrease 
after 1931 in the average for water and telephone, though not large, 
occurred because telephone service was discontinued in som.e of the homes. 
No expense was recorded for water in these farm homes, but the account 
book used in the study combined the two items. Fifty-five to $60 was 
the average value of all light, fuel, and ice. In 1933 home-produced fuel 
and ice exceeded the average value of purchased light, fuel, and ice, a 
change which was due to greater use of wood and cobs for fuel and 
lessened use of coal. 
The average expenditure for health was slightly lower in 1933 than in 
1931 and in 1932. The variation in percentage for the three years was 3.5 
to 4.2. The range in this item among the cooperating fam ilies was very 
wide, a point which is concealed in the use of averages. For one family of 
two members who kept records throughout the three-year period the ex-
penditure per year was less than one dollar. Another fa mily spent $590 
in a single year and $215 the following year. 
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The nature of the changes in the value of items included in develop-
ment is shown in Table 22 . A decrease both in percentage and in value 
occurred in 1932. The average for 1931 was $10 a month as compared 
with $8 the following year; in 1933 there was a slight rise. The percentage 
for the three-year period averaged 10. In dollars, education changed but 
little in the three years, while the average for church and charity in 1932 
and 1933 dropped to less than one-half of the $41.54 average in 1931 This 
decrease was due in part to a very greatly reduced expenditure by one 
family. The average for recreation was slightly higher in 1933 than in 
either 1931 or 1932. The amount for gifts to friends and relatives outside 
the family was very nearly twice as high in 1931 as in 1932, and in 1933 
a slight increase over 1932 occurred. 
TABLE 22.-Changes in the average yearly value of development. 
Item 1931 1932 1933 
Education $ 40.01 S 37.89 $ 38.63 
Church and charity. 41.54 20.92 17.67 
Recreation 24.19 22.00 26.98 
Gifts 21.22 11.40 13.02 
Total va lue of development .. $126.96 S 92.91 $ 96.30 
Percentage of to t:tl v:i luc o( Ii Yin;; . . 10.4 '1/0 9 2% 98% 
Findings for twenty-five families who kept records for three years.--
The changes from year to year which have been discussed in the preced-
ing paragraphs are based upon the averages of all families whose records 
were sufficiently complete for analysis in any one year. In the whole group 
there were 25 fa milies that kept records throughout the three-year period. 
This fact makes possible an analysis of their records for the purpose of 
noting the changes which occur in the same families during years of 
economic strain. 
In Table 23 the changes in value for each of the items is given and in 
Figure 5 a comparison of the value for the principal groups of goods is 
shown by year. The average value of living dropped from $1,432.62 in 
1931 to $1,136.48 in 1932-a decrease of 20.7 per cent-and to $1,121.25 
in 1933, an additional 1.2 per cent. In 1931, 15 of the 25 families had a 
total value of $1,500 or more; in 1932 there were 10 and in 1933 there 
were 11 who had $1,500 or above. As was true in the larger number of 
records, the decrease in cash expenditure was greater than the decrease in 
value supplied by the fa rm. In the 25 families the cash decrease was 25.8; 
the decrease in furnished value was only 13.5. The differences are shown 
in Table 25. 
H ealth showed an increase in 1932, which was due to the expenditure 
of $590 by one fami ly. To this, reference has already been made. Lack of 
information regarding unpaid bills for medical service may make the com-
parison of cost for each of the years less meaningful. 
The highest percentage of decrease for 1932 was in development. In 
1933 the value was somewhat higher but the total for this group of items 
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was only slightly more than two-thirds of the 1931 total. Church and 
charity showed the greatest decrease and gifts were second. The decrease 
in education in 1932 was less than for any other item with the exception 
of light, fuel, and ice purchased in 1933. Education was slightly higher 
in 1933 than in 1931. Interpreted in terms of family practice, this meant 
some change in subscriptions to magazines and newspapers, but sons and 
daughters in college continued with their courses. Lowered cash expendi-
ture for church and charity and gifts to those outside the family did not 
T ABLE 23.-Changes in the distribution of average yearly value of living 
for twenty-five families. 1 
Item 1931 1932 1933 
Value supplied by farm . 588.03 s 509.54 - 509.14 
Cash expenditures . 844.59 626.94 612. 11 
Total va lue of living ... 1,432 .62 1,136.48 1,121.25 
Savings .. . s 145.06 s 123.89 $ 104.17 
Food : Purchased ... .. .. .. ..... 163.90 105.28 103.71 
Supplied 242.22 176.64 179.93 
$406.21 $281.92 $283.64 
Clot hing: Father . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.59 15.17 20.25 
Mother 49.42 31.50 33.78 
Others 44.64 30.45 33.32 
119.65 77.12 87.35 
Housing: Supplied by farm . 3 18.83 309.21 299.81 
Cash expended . IC. 14 14.14 21.33 
328.97 323.35 321.14 
Fuel , light, ice: Purchased 33.60 37.61 33.16 
Supplied. 26.98 23.69 29.40 
\\1ater and telepho ne .. 10.24 8.62 7.41 
Supplies and equipment .. 88.42 49.73 46.75 
Automobile 45.91 37.07 37.56 
205.15 156.72 154.28 
Health ... 47.11 61.0 1 42.90 
Education 60.76 57.01 62.96 
Church and charity .. 68.18 21.09 18.88 
Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.90 20.29 28.97 
Gifts 27.63 14 .08 16.96 
180.47 I 12.47 127.77 
1 The fami lies averaged 3.8 members each year
always mean a lessened contribution, for frequently home products were 
given instead of purchased gifts-a value which was probably recorded 
somewhat less accurately than other values. The average per family was 
approximately ten dollars yearly. Wood, for example, in one family 
helped to meet the annual pledge to the church and the services of the 
fa rm operator paid the balance. Neither item was recorded by the family. 
An interesting comment on purchased recreation may help to account for 
an increase in value of this item in 1933 over that in 1931. The year 1932 
brought so many hardships and sacrifices that an expenditure for recrea-
tion was necessary to build up morale. In the group were some who made 
trips to the World 's Fair. Several suggested that the use of the car for 
fa mily recreation helped to relieve the strain that came with everything 
going wrong. 
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The second highest percentage decrease in 1932 was in clothing. For 
husband, wife, and all others, the average value was lower than in 1931. 
This was due in part to the amount on hand and, particularly, to the con-
dition of the more costly garments, such as coats and suits, which could 
be made "to do" until there was a margin in the cash income. A 10 per 
cent decrease in retail prices of clothing is another explanation. Undoubt-
edly, however, there was a tendency on the part of these farm families to 
let the standard for clothing, as measured by number of articles. their 
state of usefulness, and the cost per item, fall when demands upon a 
smaller income increased. In this connection, the degree of skill and 
interest in garment-making and remaking on the part of the homemaker 
was an important factor in detennining the economic service which she 
TABLE 24.-Average quantity and money value of food supplied by the 
farm for twenty-five fam ilies during three years. 
Item 
1931 1932 1933 
Amt. I Va lue Amt. I Value A. m t . I Va lue 
Eggs (doz .). .... .... .... 177 24.18 1i2 19.07 160 16.65 
Mi lk (qts . ). . . ... . 83 1 38.61 910 27.64 966 25.05 
Cream (qts . ). . . ..... . I IO 23.62 123 18.99 ll 8 18.14 
Butter (lbs.) .. 103 27.06 108 20.49 l08 19.47 
Meat (lbs.) ............ . 56.79 705 35.10 834 39.35 
Poultry (lbs.). ... 26.95 155 16.01 212 17. 46 
Fruits, vegetab les 
······ · 
. . . 40.79 34.29 33 .10 
Corn , wheat.. 4.23 2.77 ... 6.72 
Misce llaneous .. . 0.69 . . . 0.69 
Total va lue of suppli~ 
food .. ... 242 .22 . . . 175.29 . .. 176.63 
In ventory adjustment. . ... 1.35 3 .20 
Total va lue of food 
used . ............. . . . 242 .22 176. 64 179.83 
could render and the change in the standard which was necessary. The 
year 1933 showed an increase in the value of clothing due in large part to 
the necessity for replacing wholly worn-out apparel. Unfortunately, there 
is no information regarding the attitude of adolescents toward a lowered 
standard. 
A decrease of more than one-third in the value of food purchased 
occurred in 1932 and 1933 for these 25 families as compared with a de-
crease of slightly more than a fourth in the value of farm-supplied food. 
A 13 per cent change in price helps to explain the decrease in value of 
purchased food, just as lower prices for farm products explain the change 
in value of home-supplied food . There was no evidence of fewer guests 
for meals. An effort to use more home products is seen in the increased 
consumption of milk, meat, and poultry shown in Table 24. Conditions 
wch as drouth, over which the farm family has no control, affect, how-
ever, the amount that can be made available from the farm. 
The value of operating items decreased approximately one-fourth in 
1932, largely because of fewer purchases of supplies and equipment. The 
new rug or table which had been hoped for was not purchased and the 
supply of curtains, table linen , bedding, and kitchen equipment was made 
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to do. Fuel, light, and ice, both purchased and supplied, changed rela-
tively little. In 1932, a poor year for cobs, more fuel had to be purchased. 
Less coal and more wood were used when possible after 1931. In the 25 
families, as in the larger number, the smaller value for water and tele-
phone was the result of discontinuing telephone service. 
Old cars were used sparingly in order not only to avoid the cost of gas 
and oil but to delay expenditure for costly repairs . One family sold the 
car in order to lessen expenditure, and arrangements were made to pay 
for gas and oil when a neighbor's car was shared for trips to town. An-
other family did not purchase a new license. Horses and buggies were 
used by a few of the group. 
TABLE 25.-Yearly percentage changes in average value of living and of 
principal groups of goods fo r all cooperating families and for twenty-
five fam ilies that kept reco1·ds during three years 
Item 
Supplied va lue . .. 
Cash expended. 
Tota l va lue of living .. 
Savings 
Food .. 
Clothing 
Housing 
Operating 
Health 
Development 
1 An increase. 
69 families, 
1932 
10.9 
22.3 
17.8 
22.4 
25.8 
23.1 
2.1 1 
19.0 
2.0 
27.4 
Percentage 
25 fam ilies, 
1932 
13.5 
25 .8 
20.7 
14.6 
30.6 
35.5 
1.7 
23.7 
29.5 1 
37.7 
decrease 
56 families, 25 famili es, 
1933 1933 
14.0 13.7 
23.0 27.5 
19.4 21.9 
35.6 28.2 
25 .8 30.2 
16.9 27.0 
5.8 2.4 
13.9 24.8 
7.5 8.9 
24. I 29.2 
Although they showed a smaller percentage of decrease than the other 
items, savings were less in 1932 and a furthe r decline occurred in 1933. 
This change was the result of allowing insurance premiums to go unpaid 
and policies to lapse, as has been indicated earlier. Borrowing on a policy 
was necessary in at least one family, in order to pay for a tonsil operation 
advised for one of the children. 
A comparison of the differences between the large and small groups 
of families is seen in Table 25. For the smaller group, development. 
clothing, food , and operating decreases were all greater both yea rs than 
for the larger group. The decrease in savings was smaller in the 25 
fam ilies than in the entire group. These contrasts may be due to the fact 
that the 25 fami lies represented a group more highly selected on the basis 
of financial interest and conscious desire to use their money income and 
farm products to attain their goals. The differences may be explained, 
also, by the fact that the larger group of families cooperating varied from 
year to year. 
Sharp differences in percentage decreases between the two groups are 
also due to individual cases. For example, a high expenditure of one 
family for health in 1932 resulted in a marked increase in the 1932 average. 
A greatly lowered contribution to church and charity was made by one of 
36 NEBRASK A AGR. EXP. STA. RESEARCH BULLETIN 78 
the three-year families in 1932. The effect is seen in the 1932 average. In 
1933 very nearly one-half of the larger group were the three-year families ; 
in 1932 they constituted approximately one-third of the group. 
Other effects of lean years upon families.-The effects of lean years 
upon these farm families are shown only in part by a comparison of the 
items which make up the value of living. Other adjustments were made 
which cannot be seen in graphs and tables, yet they did affect the happi-
ness and well-being of families. 
Moving was one type of adjustment which was made by several 
families. Some moved to less desirable farms and dwellings, hoping that 
they could manage to make both ends meet and thus avoid an increasing 
amount of indebtedness. One owner lost his farm as a result of fore-
closure. Others succeeded in delaying the day when they would again 
become tenants, but there was no assurance that it could be postponed for
long. One young man and his wife gave up a rented farm and went to 
live with relatives after deciding that they could not continue to be inde-
pendent. Three families in the younger age group had moved from town 
to farm and into a new vocation at an earlier period in an effort to get 
started. One operator filed a petition fo r bankruptcy in the courts in order 
to ·get a fresh start. 
Several fami lies had reached midd le age and had accumulated posses-
sions designed to provide the comforts of life during old age. With the 
very great decline in the value of farm land and the earlier losses of 
capital, accompanied by a lowered and uncertain cash income, not only 
was their security for the future endangered, but their present standard of 
living was beyond their means. They had known and enjoyed better 
times; now their earlier habits had become a cause of worry and strain. 
Some families needed loans but securing them was humiliating to their 
family pride and regarded as out of harmony with their financial standing 
in the community. The fear of further and unpredictable loss was ever 
present for some. 
Others in the group had recently started in the joint enterprise of 
farming and homemaking. For them the first years had been difficult 
because of the economic strain, and desirable goals seemed further and 
further removed. If illness occurred, the strain was double. Restlessness 
had resulted for some. Others found spending a wiser choice than saving. 
because they had seen money values wiped out. For some the recent years 
have meant only more struggling. A large family, frequently moving 
from farm to farm, an inability to accumulate, or other limiting factors 
had made all years of responsibility difficult. For them the depression 
brought a difference only in degree. 
Changing attitudes were apparent among many of the adults . Dis-
couragement was greater and more frequently observed in 1932 than in 
1931. For example, of the 58 families who cooperated in the first year of 
the study, only 40 continued during the second year and the reason which 
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most of them gave was that since they had so little money to use there 
was no point in recording expenditures. Further, attention g iven to selling 
and buying only made them more conscious of present inequalities and 
of future problems. There were those who had reached the stage of re-
garding all indi vidual attempts at economic soundness as futile. To many, 
a policy of savi ng even a small part of the cash income was out of the 
question , for at best there was not enough to take care of present essentials. 
In some of the families a critical attitude regarding public expenditure 
had developed . This was expressed by indifference and unwillingness to 
cooperate in community activities in some instances, but also by bitterness 
and cynicism in others. The disparity between fa rmers' obligations, par-
ticularly taxes, and the prices of fa rm products was a matter of frequent 
concern. This attitude was brought out in connection with the request 
T ABLE 26.-Average quantity and money value of food furnished by the 
farm fo r twenty-five families. 
Item -- - -
1931 
··-
1932 1933 
Amt. I Va lue Amt. I Value Am t. I V alue 
Eggs (doz.) 
··· · · ·· · - · 
177 24 .18 172 $19.07 160 $ 16.65 
Milk (qts. ) 
·· ··· · · · · 
831 38.61 910 27.64 966 25.05 
Cream (qts . ) 
· · · · · · ·· 
.. . 110 23.62 123 18.99 118 18.14 
Butter (lbs. ) ... ... . . 103 27.06 108 20.49 108 19.47 
Meat (lbs . ). .. .. . 56.79 705 35.10 834 39.35 
Po ultry (lbs .) . . . . . . . . . . . 26.95 155 16 .01 212 17.46 
Fruits, vege tables . . . . . . . . . 40.79 34.29 33 . IO 
Corn. w heat . . . . . 4.23 .. 2.77 6.72 
J\·ti sce llancous . . .. .. 0.69 0 .69 
Total value of furni shed 
food . 242.22 175.29 176.63 
I nvcntory adjustment .. . . . . .. . ... 1.35 ... 3.20 
To tal val ue of food used . 242.22 176.64 179 .83 
fo r accurate records of fa rm products used at home. To many, the attach--
ment of a money value described but inadequately the value of the con-
tribu tion made by the farm to the living of the family. Uncontrolled 
spending and the high cost of local, state, and fede ral government occa--
sioned widespread concern . Whether or not this attitude co ntinued after 
cash payments to fa rmers were begun by the government is a point of 
interest but one which cannot be answered, for the study closed before 
any payments were made. 
There were also those in the group who were sti ll hopeful that better 
times would come. Courage and perseverance marked their approach to 
the problems of each day. Some fou nd comfort in recogniz ing that they 
were not alone in looking for solutions, while others summoned all of 
their intelligence to meet the crisis. Many women commented on the 
difficulty they had in deciding what things were, after all, of primary 
importance and what they could afford to let go. Several expressed the 
opinion that record-keeping was a help in making the income purchase 
the essentials, and they continued with accounts in order to be more 
watchful of small and large leaks. An understanding and an appreciation 
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of the problems which farm operators were meeting grew out of the ex-
perience of those women who helped keep the records of the farm business. 
Undoubtedly this did much to promote harmony in financial matters. 
The effect, upon homemakers especially, of having little or no money 
for making needed repairs on the house or for buying equipment was not 
always the same. There were those who accepted inadequate housing as 
a temporary measure to be remedied after the farm would be clear and 
prices had risen. Others were undoubtedly somewhat less interested in 
keeping their homes attractive because everything had been allowed to 
run down and there was little prospect of a new purchase or an improve-
ment. For them keeping house was only a part of their job and brought 
less satisfaction than did the routine in more prosperous years. There 
were some who found in community activities an opportunity for self-ex-
pression that had been lessened in their recent experience in homemaking. 
An attitude of increasing uncertaintv regarding what the future held 
for agriculture interrupted conscious planning toward desired goals by 
these farm families. Unfavorable weather conditions complicated the 
struggle for existence. To those in the earlier stages of life, the first years 
following marriage did not bring the opportunity to accumulate a reserve 
but necessitated the use of reserves accumulated before marriage by both 
husband and wife. The possibility of home and farm ownership became 
less rather than greater. Families that had reached a later stage were likely 
to accept a lowering standard in order to provide the essentials for a larger 
number of members. Paid service and the help which commercial agencies 
had given in more prosperous years were used sparingly, if at all, by farm 
operator and homemaker. Hired hands were the exception instead of the 
rule and only eight of the 100 families had a hired man all of the year. 
Only two families had a paid helper in the home. Bread and butter were 
again made in the home. For the older family the period was one of 
frugal living if they were able to avoid loss. Unfortunately information 
was not available regarding the amount of financial assistance that was 
received from self-supporting sons and daughters among the older families. 
A leveling of income and a recognition of common problems appeared 
to reduce to a minimum any tendency toward class distinction or a division 
between more and less successful families. The futility of depending upon 
indiv.idual effort and the need for group endeavor were apparent. Interest 
in farm accounts grew and with it an appreciation of the value of pooling 
the knowledge gained with reference to farm management. 
Recent studies of the depression and farmers' standards of living.-
Similar studies in other states have been conducted, but unfortunately few 
are available for comparison as this report goes to press. In Illinois a study 
of 429 farm records kept during 1931, 1932, and 1933 includes the follow-
ing findings: 
"The average realized income of the 111 famili es in 1930 was $2,1 90, of which 
$635 was the money value of commodities and services furnished by the farm . 
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"The 159 families in 193 1 had an average realized income of $1,791, of which 
$645 was the money value of the home-produced food, fuel, and rental value of the 
farm dwelling. 
"The 159 families in 1932 had an average realized income of $ 1,308, of which 
$560 was the money value of the commodities and services furni shed by the farm. 
"There was a tendency over the three-yea r period to use savings to offse t a declin-
ing income and to supplement income by obtaining work away from the farm." 
" On the basis of purchasing power of the dollar, the percentage of retrenchment 
in expenditures from 1930 to 1932, on the average, for all families studied was great-
est in recrea tion, next in gifts, then in automobile, savings, education, repairs and 
furnish ings, church, operating, personal items, health, and the least in clothing. Food 
consumption increased, the increase consisting entirely of home-produced food."18 
The situation in three counties of Wisconsin in 1933 as compared with 
1929 is the subject of a bulletin which deals primarily with the methods 
farm families used to meet the problems of lowered and uncertain income 
from the farm business. In addition to the comparison of money values, 
attention is called to the social implications of decreased purchasing power. 
"The study indicates tha t all the families have had to retrench in their home and 
community standards of living. Unfortunately, the da ta presented do not portray the 
full significance of this retrenchment. Yet they do suggest tha t there is a minimum 
standard of living for agriculture - a standard below which families cannot go without 
involving the typical rural community in too grea t risks for public welfare. This 
minimum must take into account production resources, furnished living, purchased 
goods and services, social facilities and activities, and organized institutions and agencies. 
In addition to the materia l necessities, any sa tisfactory living must have a non-material 
emphasis dealing with family and larger group relations. Even minimum standards 
of living must be filled with definite objectives or ideals to strive for, ability to man-
age resources and spend incomes, inclination to ward common interes ts, and participa-
tion in neighborhood and community affa irs, for an economic and social life that is 
stable and sa tisfying. Lacking these material and non-material attributes in their stand-
ards of li ving, farm fa milies readily become marginal with respect to economic and 
social welfa re." 
Ruth Crawford Freeman Living Expenditures of a Group of Illinois Farm Families, 1930, 1931, 
1932, Ill. Agr . Exp. Sta . Bu!. 406, pp. 404 and 406, Sep t., 1934. 
E. L. Kirkpatrick, Rosalind Tough, and May L. Cowles, How Farm Families Meet the Emergency . 
Wis . Agr . Exp. Sta . Res. Bu!. 126, p. 34, Jan., 1935. 
[ 3M ] 

